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NASA set to resume human spaceflight
from US soil with historic SpaceX launch

CAPE CANAVERAL: SpaceX, the private rocket company of billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk, was set to launch two
Americans into orbit on Wednesday from
Florida on a mission that would mark the first
spaceflight of NASA astronauts from U.S.
soil in nine years. A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket
was due to lift off from the Kennedy Space
Center at 4:33 p.m. EDT (2033 GMT),
launching Doug Hurley and Bob Behnken on
a 19-hour ride aboard the company’s newly
designed Crew Dragon capsule to the International Space Station.
They were to blast off from the same
launch pad used by NASA’s final space shuttle flight, piloted by Hurley, in 2011. President Donald Trump and Vice President Mike
Pence were scheduled to visit Florida’s Cape
Canaveral to view the launch in person.
Prospects for an on-time liftoff hinged on the
weather, with forecasters late on Monday citing a 40% chance that storms over eastern
Florida could force a postponement. If that
happens, the next launch window would be
Saturday afternoon.
A successful mission would achieve
NASA’s top priority, as articulated by agency
chief Jim Bridenstine, of resuming launches
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of “American astronauts on American rockets from American soil.” Over the past nine
years, NASA astronauts have had to hitch
rides into orbit aboard Russia’s Soyuz spacecraft. For Musk, Thursday’s launch represents another milestone for the reusable

French privacy watchdog
okays cellphone app for
tracing coronavirus

PARIS: France´s privacy watchdog gave the green light to
a government-backed cellphone app that will alert users if they
have been in contact with an infected person. Use of the app
called StopCovid will be voluntary, and will keep track of
users who had been in close proximity of one another over a
two-week period. If any become infected, they inform the platform, which alerts the others. Privacy defenders have expressed fears that the app marks the first step towards a society
under constant online surveillance.
But the CNIL watchdog, which gave provisional approval
for StopCovid in April, said Tuesday that the app met the legal
requirements for privacy protection, with ample safeguards to
prevent abuse. It nevertheless made a number of recommendations to make it even safer, including improving the quality
of information provided to users, allowing users to object to
information shared, and providing an option for erasing stored
data. The app will not rely on geolocation, but instead use
Bluetooth technology which allows mobile phones to communicate with each other over short distances.
The French parliament, which must vote on the rolling out
of the app, will debate the matter on Wednesday. If it says yes,
StopCovid could be available in app stores from this weekend.
France started reemerging on May 11 from a two-month lockdown to curb coronavirus spread. Public transport has resumed, though many people are still working from home and
most schools have yet to reopen. Bars, restaurants and public
parks remain shuttered.
The issue of how to track coronavirus spread with mobile
technology has sparked privacy concerns in several countries
now lifting strict home confinement measures as they hope to
kickstart their economies. As a result of the lockdowns, few
people in most countries have been exposed to the virus, and
thus do not have immunity and remain at risk of infection, raising fears of a second wave once people start mixing again. The
European Commission has recommended that data harvested
through contact-tracing apps be stored only on users´ own
phones and that it be encrypted. —AFP

rockets his company pioneered to make
spaceflight less costly and frequent. It would
also mark the first time that commercially developed space vehicles - owned and operated
by a private entity rather than NASA - have
carried Americans into orbit.

The last time NASA launched astronauts
into space aboard a brand new vehicle was
40 years ago at the start of the shuttle program. Musk, the South African-born hightech entrepreneur who made his fortune in
Silicon Valley, is also the CEO of electric

carmaker and battery manufacturer Tesla Inc.
Hurley, 53, and Behnken, 49, NASA employees under contract to fly with SpaceX,
are expected to remain at the space station for
several weeks, assisting a short-handed crew
aboard the orbital laboratory.
Aerospace giant Boeing Co, producing its
own space launch vehicles in competition
with SpaceX for NASA business, is expected
to launch its CST-100 Starliner vehicle with
astronauts aboard for the first time next year.
NASA has awarded nearly $8 billion to
SpaceX and Boeing combined for development of the rival space launch systems.
Bridenstine declared the manned SpaceX
flight a “go” last week after NASA and the
company convened for final engineering
checks. The Hawthorne, California-based
rocket company, founded by Musk in 2002
and formerly known as Space Exploration
Technologies, has never previously flown
humans into orbit, only cargo. SpaceX successfully tested Crew Dragon without astronauts last year in its first orbital mission to
the space station, but that vehicle was destroyed the following month during a ground
test when a valve for its in-flight abort system failed, causing an explosion. —Reuters

Coronavirus vaccine safe in early trial,
hydroxychloroquine may increase death risk

L O N D O N : T he following is a brief roundup
of some of the latest scientific studies on the novel
coronavirus and efforts to find treatments and vaccines for COVID-19, the illness caused by the
virus.
Coronavirus vaccine appears safe in first-inhuman trial A coronavirus vaccine developed by
CanSino Biologics Inc appears to be safe and induced a rapid immune response in its first human
trial, Chinese researchers reported in The Lancet
medical journal.
First-in-human studies, known as Phase I trials,
are primarily designed to test safety. This vaccine
did not cause any serious adverse effects, the researchers say, though they did report some side effects such as fever. Furthermore, blood samples
from the 108 vaccinated adults showed so-called
neutralizing antibodies and T-cell responses
against the novel coronavirus, a sign of possible
efficacy. "These results represent an important
milestone," coauthor Professor Wei Chen from the
Beijing Institute of Biotechnology said in a statement. "The ability to trigger these immune responses does not necessarily indicate that the
vaccine will protect humans from COVID-19. We
are still a long way from this vaccine being available to all," the researcher added. Further studies
will be needed to confirm whether the vaccine protects against infection. The first such trial is underway in Wuhan, China. (; reut.rs/36lvRD0;
bit.ly/3cX8h1X)
Hydroxychloroquine tied to higher death risk in
hospitalized patients
In an observational study of more than 96,000
COVID-19 patients at 671 hospitals on six continents, the malaria drug hydroxychloroquine was
tied to an increased risk of death, researchers reported on Friday. It was not clear whether taking
the drug provided patients with any benefit, according to their paper in The Lancet.
Overall, 14,888 patients received hydroxychloroquine or chloroquine, with or without an antibiotic, and 81,144 did not receive those drugs.
Randomized placebo-controlled studies are needed
to clarify the risks and benefits of the decades-old
drug in the treatment of COVID-19, the researchers said. Many such trials are underway. The
University of Minnesota may have some results
next week, from two studies testing whether hydroxychloroquine is useful for preventing infection
in people exposed to the virus and whether it alleviates COVID-19 symptoms. Other placebo-controlled trial results are expected starting later this
summer.
Blood vessel damage may explain clots in
COVID-19 patients A study published in The New
England Journal of Medicine helps explain why
blood clots develop more often in COVID-19 patients.
It appears that the virus can severely damage patients' blood vessels, causing the blood to clot as
it flows past. In studies of lungs from seven patients who died of COVID-19, researchers found

damage to tiny air sacs in the lung called alveoli.
They also found severe injury to blood vessel linings, which was associated with virus in the cells
of blood vessels and disrupted cell membranes.
Compared with lungs of patients who died of influenza, the COVID-19 lungs had far more extensive injuries. In addition, the healing reaction - a
process of new vessel growth called intussusceptive angiogenesis - was 30 times higher than normal in the COVID-19 lungs, study coauthor Dr.
William Li, medical director of the Angiogenesis
Foundation, said in a statement.
All of these factors contribute to blood clots, his
team reports. "One of the great mysteries of
COVID-19 has been why blood clots, or thromboses, form in some patients," Li said. "These clots
can become lethal because they severely compromise blood flow not only in the lungs, but also in
other organs such as the brain and heart, among
other tissues. Our research is the first to show that
these clots are associated with damaged blood vessels."
Simulated sunlight inactivates the coronavirus
on surfaces Simulated sunlight rapidly inactivates
the novel coronavirus on non-porous surfaces like
stainless steel, according to researchers from the
Department of Homeland Security Science and
Technology Directorate's National Biodefense
Analysis and Countermeasures Center (NBACC).
"These results suggest that natural sunlight may be
effective for significantly reducing the amount of
virus on exposed surfaces, such as mailboxes,
playground equipment, and shopping carts left outdoors in the sunlight," a spokesman for the re-

searchers told Reuters. While significant reductions of the virus were observed after just a few
minutes of simulated sunlight, the risk of exposure
from contact with surfaces may not be fully eliminated, the researchers cautioned in the Journal of
Infectious Diseases. More research is needed on
how much virus is shed onto surfaces from infected individuals, how easily the virus is transferred from surfaces, and what amount is needed
to cause infection.
Hold off on blanket ‘DNR’ orders for critically
ill COVID patients In the desperate early days of
the coronavirus pandemic, reports from China that
few critically ill COVID-19 patients could be revived after a cardiac arrest led doctors in some
countries to consider issuing blanket "Do Not Resuscitate" orders.
But for U.S. COVID-19 patients, at least, that
would not be appropriate, researchers said. Adequate data is not yet available on U.S. survival
rates for in-hospital resuscitation of COVID-19 patients and the Chinese data may not be applicable,
researchers wrote in a paper published on Friday
in Circulation: Cardiovascular Quality and Outcomes, an American Heart Association journal.
"Early experience of the pandemic in the U.S. reveals that about a quarter of COVID-19 patients
are younger than 50 years of age and otherwise
healthy. Cardiac arrest in such patients will likely
have a different prognosis" than it would in older
patients, researchers said. The study authors are
members of the American Heart Association "Get
With The Guidelines" Resuscitation Investigators
panel. —Reuters

Significant drop in freelance work amid COVID-19

RAMSHA JAHANGIR

KARACHI: The global pandemic has not only affected regular jobs across the world but has also hit freelance work, as most Pakistani freelancers believe that the
demand for work has decreased significantly amid Covid19. The opinion of these 64 per cent Pakistani freelancers
that came up during a recent survey also suggests that
businesses and companies have cut freelancing costs and
halted any new projects or contracts.
Freelancers from over 100 countries, including emerging markets such as Pakistan, shared their insights on the
impact of Covid-19 on the economic outlook for freelance services with digital payment platform, Payoneer.
Payoneer’s report titled ‘Freelancing during Covid-19’,
based on a survey of over 1,000 freelancers, showed that
64pc Pakistani freelancers — 33pc of them graphic designers — said demand for their services had greatly decreased. For 15pc freelancers, business had remained as
usual, while 18pc reported that demand for their services
had increased, according to the report.
In terms reducing team size, 24pc Pakistani freelancers
said they would maintain the same team or grow it while
9pc said they were cutting down on team members.
Future is competitive: While demand for freelancers
appears to have slowed in the short term, many believe
that it is just a matter of time until businesses get back on
their feet and turn to outsourcing in order to acquire quality talent. In Pakistan, 82pc of freelancers said that demand would increase after Covid-19.
They predicted tighter competition ahead as more
workers were making the switch to freelancing, with 64pc
stating that their rates remained unchanged or even increased during this period, suggesting that they felt con-

fident that their fees were fair and attractive even in the
current climate. On the other hand, 35pc freelancers said
they had lowered rates. Many respondents said they believed self-employment could eventually become more
stable than full-time jobs. “Payoneer surveyed more than
a thousand freelancers and found that 53pc believe demand for their services will increase once the pandemic

is over. There’s already been rapid growth in new freelancers entering marketplaces,” said Scott Galit, Payoneer
CEO.
Ayman Sarosh, Freelancer of the Year 2019 from Pakistan said: “Currently businesses are moving online and
freelancers have tremendous opportunity, both in
web/app development and digital marketing to help grow

their businesses.” “I have seen quite a few freelancers
who have been very active not only on job portals but also
other social media channels, extending their expertise to
help and advertise their services. The current situation
seems to be providing equal chance to opportunities and
new online ventures that were never considered viable
before,” he added. Global landscape
According to the report, freelancers who work with international clients based in North America and Europe
saw the highest slowdown in demand. Those with clients
based in Asia and Australia – regions which first experienced the outbreak, saw less of a decrease in demand for
freelancers. Freelancers managing their own team (21pc
of those surveyed) had shown resilience in protecting
their employees and sub-contractors. Around 76pc said
they had kept their team’s rates the same, while around
17pc said they had lowered the rates.
In addition, 74pc said they would either keep their team
the same size or grow it while around 25pc said they were
reducing the size of their team. The report said larger
companies were seeking remote workers via online marketplaces, specifically in the fields of customer service,
software and IT, and e-commerce.
Globally, the report pointed out, freelancing rates remained stable despite the slowdown.
Demand for e-commerce: In March 2020, Payoneer
said it experienced a 33pc month-over-month increase in
SMBs in the US registering to the platform in order to
pay their international freelancers. Payoneer CEO said:
“Companies will be looking to run leaner and to do this,
they’ll need to fill skill gaps they weren’t expecting. Industries where we’re already seeing demand increase, include web and graphic design, content writing and
marketing.”

